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Black Lives
Matter is a
message of
love

6th Annual
Baby Talk
event

Dr. Goliath Davis
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The 6th Annual Baby Talk
Event got underway Thurs.,
Feb. 25 at Pinellas Technical College. Families, childcare providers and agencies
that serve higher-risk children were all in attendance
to learn about strengthening school readiness.
In 2010, Concerned Organizations for Quality Education of Black Students
(COQEBS) embarked on
an effort to close the gap
from a community perspective and work with the St.
Pete campus of the University of South Florida’s research department to
determine what could be
done to engage parents,
community and child care
providers.
This community initiative and collaboration is intended to provide families
with infants/toddlers with
activities they could use at
home to support socio-emotional, brain development
and bonding.
COQEBS member Dr.
Goliath Davis referenced
the Tampa Bay Times series “Failure Factories,” in
which they chronicled education at five area elementary schools, focusing not
only on the achievement
gap, but also issues such as
African-American children
receiving a greater number
of suspensions.
See BABY TALK, page 6

L-R, Dr. Frank Biafora, Alvin Nesmith, Richard Spearman, Watson Haynes and Trevor Burgess
at the 3rd Annual Whitney Young Leadership Awards Luncheon.


BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL)
continues to empower
communities and change
lives each and every day
with their dedication to
the betterment of the
community. Last Fri., Feb
26 they gathered, along
with the community, at
the St. Petersburg Hilton
in Carillon Park to honor
those who have worked
tirelessly as champions
for justice.
Serving as Mistress
of Ceremonies, Channel
10’s new anchor/reporter Tammie Fields introduced PCUL’s Board

Chair Frank Biafora, who
welcomed those in attendance to the third annual
Whitney Young Leadership Awards Luncheon.
“Each year at this
time many of the friends
of the Urban League
come together to recognize and honor a select
group of extraordinary
men and women who
have made a significant
impact on our community,” Biafora stated.
Young spent most of
his career working to end
employment discrimination in the United States
and turning the National
Urban League from a relatively passive civil rights
organization into one that
aggressively worked for

equitable access to socioeconomic opportunity
for the historically disenfranchised.
In 1978 when the
Pinellas County was certified as a national affiliate, it consisted of four
employees and had one
program. Now, more
than 20 dedicated staff
members oversee 15 distinct program serving
youth, families and seniors.
One such program is
called Summer Training
in Youth Leadership and
Employment (STYLE),
which is an eight-week
long summer curriculum
offered to youth ages 1416 that provides training
in the areas of employa-

bility skills, leadership
development, career development and college
preparation.
Their Workforce Development Cohort program’s mission is to
assist the “hard to hire”
population by providing
support and resources
that leads to a sustainable
future. This program
demonstrates the lifechanging impact PCUL
has had on members of
the community.
For
example,
Michelle Sykes found
herself in a domestic violence situation with her
daughters. She met Employment Specialist Anita
Lewis, who helped her
See JUSTICE, pages 14

African American Heritage Celebration
honoring local heroes
BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Pinellas County Democratic Executive Committee (PCDEC) held their
second African American
Heritage Celebration Sat.,
Feb. 27. This year’s honorees are trailblazers in
the community who exemplified strength and
courage, Clarence Givens
and Eugene Danzey
(posthumously).

Held at the Magnuson Marina Cove Hotel,
the dynamic duo of Rene
Flowers and Corey
Givens, Jr. acted as Mistress and Master of Ceremonies. With their
humor and energy, they
kept the program moving
at a brisk pace.
The PCDEC is an entity of the Florida Democratic Party, and is the
official governing body of
the Democratic Party at
See HERITAGE, page 10

Rod and Clarence Givens

Opal Tometi

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Cofounder of the Black Lives
Matter movement, writer,
strategist and community organizer, Opal Tometi, spoke
in front of a large crowd of
students and community
members at Eckerd College
Mon., Feb. 29.
A New York-based Nigerian-American writer, Tometi
explained that though she
and the other two cofounders of Black Lives Matter—Alicia Garza and
Patrisse Cullors—are sometimes viewed as celebrities,
she wanted to assure everyone that they are not.
“We’re organizers, we’re
people who are passionate
about social justice and
human rights,” Tometi said,
adding that they’ve been
working to organize the community for at least 10 years.
Citing the mysterious
“execution-style” deaths of
three Black-Muslim males
recently in Indiana, Tometi
said that our people are
being brutalized every day
and we have to deal with it.
We have to engage the issues and stand up for justice,
she said. That is why she,
Cullors and Garza started
Black Lives Matter in 2013.
“The reason we created
Black Lives Matter is because there was a woeful silence around the killing of
unarmed black people,”
Tometi stated. “There was a
woeful silence around a system of anti-black racism that
we have been facing ever
since we’ve been kidnapped
See MATTER, page 8
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Education since the Civil War
In 1826, John Brown
Russwurm graduated from
Bowdoin College in Maine,
becoming the first black man
to graduate from Bowdoin
and the third black person to
graduate from college in the
United States.
Russwurm’s name was a
constant part of my education
at Tampa’s Howard W. Blake
Junior Senior High School
from the fall of 1958 to the end
of the senior year in 1964. The
facts of Russwurm were delivered as oral history by civics
teacher Clyde Allen. Seemingly, to this day, if we don’t repeat certain facts over and
over, then, the information
will not survive unless we
write it down.
“Black history is oral history and we are just beginning to write it down.” That
statement was uttered to me
by St. Petersburg Times
columnist Peggy Peterman in
1984.
In the spring of 1865, just
after the Civil War ended, the
Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands,
usually referred to as simply
the Freedmen’s Bureau, was
established
to
aid freedmen (freed slaves) in
the South during the Reconstruction era.
Under the guidelines of
the Freedmen’s Bureau, each
state was ordered to create
school superintendents, and
every category of life would
come under the control of the
very capable officers of the
military.
Florida’s records were
not available at the time of my
research, however, the
archival educational information of the southern states of
Virginia and Georgia were on
order from the National
Archives Microfilm Publica-

tions.
There was some information in the Florida State
Archives that proved to be of
great value. Albeit, many of
the reports were very interesting and important to scholarship and after a few years of
reading, I realized that the
various “schools of thought”
who lead the development of
publications did not know our
families, nor were they permitted to use real names in
their publications.
A generation after the
very first journalists graduated from Columbia University, a flurry of non-detailed
stories, reports, pamphlets
and books appeared around
1925. Historian Dr. Carter G.
Woodson and Howard University’s philosophy professor
Dr. Alain Locke made it possible for another Columbia
University graduate, Anthropologist Zora Neale Hurston,
to collect and conduct extraordinary documentations
on black life within the state.
Prior to the formation of
the Freedmen’s Bureau,
many children in North
Florida were already being
educated at church and at
home according to the basic
survival needs of the family.
“By the time a child grows to
the age of three years old, he
or she has a vocabulary of
about three hundred fifty
words,” said Dr. S. Randolph
Edmonds in 1966. Edmonds,
a doctor of laws and letters
was a native of Lawrenceville,
Va.
In Gadsden County, Rev.
George Washington Witherspoon was recruited from
Georgia in 1859 by local
deputy sheriff, John William
“Cubit” Nixon. He was well
known to expertly ride a
Palomino horse. It was told to

me by Mrs. Janie Bell Muse
Burch of Mulberry that, “Rev.
Witherspoon had a booming
and commanding voice. He
would be a teacher to the children and a strong and influential religious leader for the
adults. He also officiated at
marriages and baptisms.”
The plan called for Rev.
Witherspoon to teach the
children the basics of the alphabets, spelling, arithmetic
and writing. He was a highly
regarded gentleman and was
well known for paying extra
attention to the learning
habits of the students.
In those days, there were
very few materials, especially
textbooks; however, pencils
and paper were provided.
The students did not toss
their work at the end of the
school day. The papers were
kept neatly by the teacher.
The children were at
school only a few hours a day.
There was very little time for
play but a recess or time out
was always an integral part of
the day. The facilities provided to house the schools
were usually one room of a
covered barn or church. Students left before noon so that
they could eat supper at
home. The term lunch, as we
know it, was a much later
phenomenon.
Children, most often,
worked alongside their families with crops, errands and
other chores.
The Peripatetic Method
of teaching was greatly utilized. Today, we call that style
a field trip! Sort of like traveling, which is considered to be
the “best educator.” During
recess, Rev. Witherspoon
walked with his students
around the yard and along
paths. Whatever they encountered was identified and

questions were asked if they
could not specifically name an
item, a plant, a tree, a stone, a
rock, etc.
Everything that was visible to them was termed. They
went from oral learning outside to spelling “out loud” and
written spelling inside. The
students gathered and collected acorns, pecans, chinaberries and anything else
imaginable that could be used
to learn to count during arithmetic. Some children became
so proficient in certain skills
they were used at home to
teach their younger siblings.
Not everyone attended formal school. Only the very
obedient were allowed to enroll.
A mere three years after
the end of the Civil War, Dartmouth College graduate
Jonathan C. Gibbs, who became the first black Secretary
of State in 1868. After leaving
that post, he was named the
Superintendent of Public Instruction for the State of
Florida in 1873.
Gibbs died the following
year a few months after the
collapse of the Freedmen’s
Bank
in
Tallahassee.
Colonels were in charge of
the deposits. When those
banks failed, it was said that
the money was used to pay
for the cost of the Civil War.
There is no official Florida
record of Gibb’s death!
The Morrill Acts, I and II
were written to establish
schools and colleges under
the direction of the first president to earn a college degree, Thomas Jefferson. The
second Morrill Act helped to
create the Florida State Industrial School for the Colored
that included the Seminole Indians and the colleges that
have become known as

HBCUs. The Florida Normal
School for the Colored, now
known as Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University was opened in 1887 12
years after eight Negroes
were elected to the Florida
Assembly during the Black
Reconstruction Period. The
students were not continuing
in the military like boarding
school the full two years required for graduation until
the school was made a federal land grant institution in
1890.
My paternal grandfather,
Jessie Earnest Nixon, was in
the very first class to graduate
in 1892 with four other young
men. He was 16 years old
upon entrance, which was the
required age. Their graduation was made possible because Jessie’s father, Senator
John William “Cubit” Nixon,
who also served as Assistant
Treasurer of the State of
Florida, had the money to pay
for their full two-year term.
The other four graduates’
names were not told to me by
one Rev. John L. Nixon of
Homeland and Boca Grande,
and the other Thelma Nixon
Pratt of Pierce and Lakeland.
In 1895, Jessie married
Ethel Edna Wright, a daughter of the superintendent of
the Homeland School, Henry
Wright. With the help of
many new family, they helped
to relocate other Gadsden
County relatives to Polk
County to work in the new
booming phosphate industry
and related businesses of turpentine collections, land
restoration, “poets of the
swinging blade,” and ongoing
citrus trades using the railroads.
Homeland was a smallunincorporated village four
miles south of Bartow and

four miles north of Fort
Meade. The black quarters
no longer exists.
In summation, there are
many family history treasures of puzzling pieces just
waiting for each individual to
explore. Take the long way
home, it’s an education!
About
Jacqueline
N. Cotman
A seventh generation
Florida native, Cotman is serving as the current ASALH historian. She was the youngest of
sixty Tampa honor students to
travel by train to visit the White
House in 1959. In the fall of
1963, she and three other
Blake High School seniors desegregated television in the
Tampa Bay market by participating on a panel discussion.
During December of the
following year, as a freshman at
FAMU, she was among the
seven homecoming queens to
desegregate South Beach’s
Royal Palm Boutique Hotel on
Collins Avenue under police
escort, during the weekend of
the fabled Orange Blossom
Classic. In 1965, the Queen’s
Court desegregated the downtown hotels of Miami.
Cotman is a 51-year-soror
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc., and a 38-year-member of
the Association of Junior
Leagues.

Gambling expansion harmful to low income communities
BY CLARENCE V. MCKEE,
ESQ.
Consultant to No Casinos Inc.

In what is becoming an
annual tradition in Florida, legislators are debating bills that
could expand gambling in one
or more parts of our state.
This year, the feeding frenzy
is over ratifying the proposed
compact between the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the
State of Florida.
The potential big winners:
The Seminole Tribe, and the
state’s Pari-Mutuel industry.
The losers: Low income
Floridians and their communities.
Here’s why: if the compact is approved as it is proposed, the Tribe has the
exclusive right to add blackjack, craps and roulette at
each of its seven casinos. If the
Senate bill passes, parimutuels in six counties including Palm Beach, Lee,
Brevard, Washington, Hamilton and Gadsden would be applying to install up to 2,000 slot
machines in their facilities.

They could also cease their
racing or live events and essentially become 24-hour-aday casinos.
The losers in this mega
gambling expansion are lowincome communities and citizens whom expansion
proponents lull by mostly false
promises of jobs and economic prosperity. As I have
previously written, the other
losers in this “gambling
creep” is the black business
community and especially the
black press—the real voice of
Florida’s black communities.
Although the Seminoles
have been placing ads in a few
black-owned newspapers in
support of the compact, such
advertising and support by
the Seminoles has been rare
to non-existent. The same can
be said of the pari-mutuel industry! One could wager with
good odds that after the compact issue has been resolved,
the Seminoles will most likely
forget that there are blackowned newspapers serving
black communities in their
casino regions.
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The one thing that the
proponents of expanding
gambling and slot machine do
not want the black community, especially the black
press, to know is the disproportionate negative impact
that legalized gambling has
on low-income individuals.
There is much evidence.
A 2013 study on the “Effect on Low-Income Individuals,
Families
and
Communities,” by the Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice in Hawaii found
that “legalized gambling…
has negative impacts on the
entire community, but does
even greater harm to those
living in poverty.” As to jobs, it
stated: “Gambling neither creates high paying jobs nor prevents
unemployment…
casino gambling is no guarantee for stable employment.”
An article by Barbara
Dafoe Whitehead in the New
York Times in June of 2014,
aptly entitled “Gaming the
Poor”, puts casinos in the
same category as “payday
lending”, “rent-to-own stores”







 
 
 
  
 

  


   
    
 

and “tax refund anticipation
loans” when it comes to extracting “high profits from
low-income groups.” She
writes:
“The casinos’ method is
to induce low-income gamblers to make a huge number
of small bets per visit, to visit
the casino several times per
month, or even per
week...The key to executing
this method is the slot machine.”
The article cites research
showing that, of 15 types of
legal gambling studied, casino
gambling “had by far the most
harmful effects on people at
the lower end of the income
ladder.”
And, here in Florida, a
study on gambling expansion
commissioned by the Legislature in 2013 found that at least
90 percent of the money spent
in new gambling facilities in
Florida would come from
local residents— not tourists!
It is certainly understandable that elected officials from
economically depressed areas
would seek any lifeline that

would help their economically
depressed communities.
Unfortunately, and as experience has shown promises
of prosperity from gambling
are a myth. All too often,
rather than add to the economy of a community, casino
gambling and slots will suck
hard-earned dollars of local
residents who can’t afford to
lose them. Dollars that would
be spent on food, shelter and
clothing will instead end up as
profits for gambling operators.
The bottom line: Promoting expansion of gambling as
an economic bonanza for lowincome communities contradicts reality!
Former Florida Governor
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and U.S. Senator Bob Graham sums it up nicely in his
friend of the court brief in the
Gretna gambling case now
before the Florida Supreme
Court. Opposing any expansion of existing gambling
without statewide voter approval, he concludes:
“If left unchecked, gambling can inalterably change
the very fabric of a community. If unrestrained it can corrupt government, cannibalize
business, and deliver a host of
social and economic ills that
adversely affect not merely a
single family or community
but an entire region and
state.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
FAMU SBI students inspired by
Microsoft Chairman
TALLAHASSEE — It
was the third time John W.
Thompson returned to the
campus of Florida A & M
University in 18 months.
This reunion with business
majors was at the university
where he began his successful journey to corporate
prominence, as chairman of
Microsoft, most recently.
In two different sessions, hundreds of business
majors listened closely to
Thompson map the road to
success. And while he
began his FAMU journey in
the 1960s and 70s, he reminded the millennials that
times have changed but the
essential business principles and practices have not.
Thompson vividly recounted his college days
with the “gigantic afro” and
trying to find a suitable

major. The students smiled
and laughed because the
story was all too familiar.
He went further by saying it was important to
adapt and assimilate.
Thompson said some degree of compromise was
necessary to be successful.
So he learned to play golf
and quickly transitioned
into the other realities of a
changing business climate.
The consummate salesman, Thompson said,
“Nothing happens until
someone sells something.”
The passion for sales, the
ability to communicate and
to have a strong technology
background is key according to Thompson. Strength
in science, technology,
mathematics and engineering are also critical
strengths in necessary to

diversify the technology industry.
One student asked,
“What sales lesson did you
learn?” Thompson replied,
“Don’t take no for an answer, but know when to
back off.” This was an important lesson for AfricanAmerican
business
students.
The discussion spanned
the gambit. For example,
when developing a model
and business plan, be sure
to emphasize how the product is going to materialize.
Have a passion for what you
are doing and invest in people. Invest in people, because their success breeds
success. And finally, listen
to your mentors.
He
praised his FAMU mentors
for helping to guide him
along the way.

Dean Shawnta Friday-Stroud, Ph.D. and Microsoft Chairman John W.
Thompson at the ribbon cutting for the School of Business the
Interdisciplinary Center for Creativity and Innovation, an incubator for
designed to promote business startups.

Correction
In an article printed in
the February 25, 2016 edition, in the article entitled
“Jackson and Shorter honored with Congressional

LARGO – Last month,
more than 150 gathered at
Pathways
Community
Church in Largo for
the Third Annual FaithBased Symposium sponsored by FOCUS (Family
Oriented Concept Unified
to Serve) in partnership
with the Juvenile Welfare
Board and Florida Dream
Center.
Adopting a theme
of Family Restoration and
Hope, the symposium was
designed to inspire and
connect places of faith
with community agencies,
groups, and individuals
committed to strengthening Pinellas County children
and
families.
Attendees heard of local
efforts in place to address
community
problems
such as human trafficking,
addiction, and trauma.

Plus, attendees learned of
community-building
strategies, revitalization
efforts,
and
family
strengthening resources
available through the Juvenile Welfare Board and
social service providers.
Pastor Bill Losasso,
president of Pathways
Community Church and
Florida Dream Center,
gave the welcome and introduced Zachary Gibson,
Chief Child Advocate and
Director of the Office of
Adoption and Child Protection for the Executive
Office of the Governor,
who addressed guests
with a message of family
restoration and hope.
A powerful Call to
Commitment was delivered by Alice Sims, Assistant
Secretary
for
Prevention and Victim

Services with the Florida
Department of Juvenile
Justice, who challenged
the audience to “change
your life from making a
living to making a difference.”
The morning session
wrapped up with a panel
discussion featuring St.
Petersburg Police Chief
Anthony Holloway; Family Promise Executive Director Deborah Nash;
JWB Community Projects
Manager Danielle Hintz
and Pastor Martin Rainey
from Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church.
In the afternoon, a series of workshops offered
attendees the opportunity
to increase their knowledge, build capacity and
learn strategies for working with vulnerable populations.

Craig Swain – Faith Network Coordinator, Florida Department of Juvenile
Justice; Ernie Sims, Jr. - CEO, WAY Ministries; Alice B. Sims - Assistant
Secretary for Prevention and Victim Services, Florida Department of
Juvenile Justice; Zachary Gibson – Chief Child Advocate and Director of
the Office of Adoption and Child Protection, Executive Office of the
Governor for the State of Florida; Trenia Cox - Special Projects
Coordinator, Juvenile Welfare Board; Pastor Bill Losasso – President,
Pathways Community Church and Florida Dream Center

PUBLIC NOTICE
Record,” it was printed
that Barbara Shorter was
the first African-American
high school principal in
Pinellas County. It should

have read that she was the
first female African-American high school principal
in Pinellas County.

 





 
 
 
  
CON N ECT
W ITH US

Third Annual Faith-Based
Symposium sheds light on family
restoration and hope

On January 1, 2016, the City of St. Petersburg (City) announced that
it would receive Consolidated Plan funding for FY 2016, but was not
notified by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) of the amount of funding it expected to allocate. The
City received notification of the amount of allocation it expects to
receive on March 1, 2016 and this Notice is published to comply
with the Citizen Participation Plan at 24 CFR 91.105. For fiscal year
2016/17 the City anticipates receiving from HUD the following resources: $1,606,833 in Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funds, $671,770 in Home Investment Partnership (HOME)
funds, and $142,779 in Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funds. It
is also estimated that $335,000 in program income will be generated.
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Celebrating Black History Month at Jet Jackson Recreation Center
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Black History Month
program held at the
Thomas “Jet” Jackson
Recreation Center Fri.,
Feb. 26 went off without a
hitch. Parents packed into
the gymnasium for an
evening of entertainment,
fine dining and of course,
a history lesson.
“Our culture is filed
with amazing black people
that journeyed, strived and
created a foundation that
allowed all of us here
tonight to feel worthy and
proud of who we are as
people and where we
come from,” said Narasipar Srinivasa, who gave
the welcome.
The children brought
to life great historical figures such as Madam CJ
Walker, Harriet Tubman
and George Washington Carver. They stepped
up to the microphone and
recited short biographies
of 15 African Americans in
history and ones that are
making history such as
President Barack Obama,
Oprah Winfrey and Janet
Jackson. Even a pint-sized
Jet Jackson made an appearance.

Every recreation center Supervisor I Barbara
Walton is assigned to, the
black history program follows. This was the third
year the program was held
at the center formerly
known as Wildwood.
To ensure its success,
Walton divvied out assignments. Alison Srinivasa
had the task of making
sure the children with
speeches were ready to
get in front of a crowd and
talk about their assigned
historical figure.
Tanequa Harden choreographed a dance number for the tykes to
Michael Jackson’s “Black
or White,” while Teyia
Brown made sure they
were stepping in time to
Pharrell
Williams’
“Happy.” Even parents got
in on the action when the
littles ones pulled them
out of the audience to join
them on the dance floor.
This year’s showstopper was a fashion show
made possible by Andrecia Simmons. She had
the children walking the
catwalk like they were at
Fashion Week in New
York. The divas and dons
tore the makeshift runway
up!

For about a month and
a half, the staff worked
tirelessly to pull the program together, and judging by the smiles on the
parents’ faces, it was a
huge success.
Walton makes sure the
history program happens
each year because she
loves to watch the children
come out of their shells
and open up. Once a shy
and withdrawn child herself, she uses history,
music and dance to motivate, stimulate and actuate
the youth.
A delicious meal of
fried and baked chicken,
meatballs, rice and vegetables was made possible by
the fundraising efforts of
the children. They sold
candy grams for Valentine’s Day, hot chocolate
when it was cold and hot
dogs to anyone who was
willing to part with a dollar.
Next year’s show
promises to be more spectacular. Even though it’s a
year away, mark your calendars for the last Friday
in February so that you
won’t miss seeing history
come alive through the
eyes of children.

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Strengthening children’s school readiness
From BABY TALK, page 1

“We want to go from
failure factories and the
problems that we’re having
in those schools and emphasize why this particular
initiative is important,”
Davis said, referring to the
Baby Talk initiative.
This initiative aims to
help children from birth
rather than waiting until
they begin attending preschool, but the parents
have to be actively involved
in order to turn around the
“failure factory mentality,”
he pointed out.
He asked the audience
if they remember the days
before everyone had a television set. Davis said back
then parents had to get creative.
“All of that hugging and
loving and crawling and exploring they used to have
prior to TV, it all went
away,” he said, adding that
the parent-child interaction
that is so important in
preparing a child for
school. This dependence
on technology continues
today in the form of smart
phones and computers, and
even texting takes us to another level of being impersonal.
Kori Monroe, owner of
Irok Construction, was not
only a teenaged father but
had three children by the
time he was 21. He was also
a high school dropout.
“That’s what I was,” he
told the crowd. “That’s
what I come from.”
But now he has a degree in construction engineering technology and
owns his construction business. The circumstances
and situations people come

up through really don’t define who they are and what
they can become, he
averred.
Using the Chinese bamboo tree as a metaphor,
Monroe explained that
once it is planted, it takes
four years before you can
see anything come out of
the ground. But in that fifth
year it can grow up to 90
feet in five weeks. This is
how he regards the early
stages of a child’s life.
Though pregnant mothers
know what goes into the
nurturing of a baby that
they are still carrying, they
must take that same initiative in nurturing the baby in
every way once it begins to
explore the world.
“We’ve got to hold them
to make sure that they are
loved,” he said, “and they
know that they are loved!”
Dr. James P. McHale of
USFSP Family Study Center noted that studies have
shown that the educational
process for children starts
well before kindergarten.
Research in the last decade
indicates that 80-85 percent of a child’s brain development is done by the age
of three.
“We had been missing
this very, very important
opportunity during those
early years from birth to
age three to be doing all we
could to help promote early
brain development, promote social and emotional
competencies.”
He echoed Davis’ comments about the lack of personal interaction between
children and their parents
or even the world around
them due to the prevalence

of computers and smart
phones in today’s culture.
McHale also noted that
on average by age three,
economically advantaged
children know about 1,100
words while economically
disadvantaged
children
know only about 500
words.
“This is not a race
issue,” he pointed out, “this
is an issue that has to do
with socio-economic status.”
Actually
holding
your baby and talking
to your baby is going to
close the word gap, he said.
Reading is very important,
and parents should be reading to their children from
their very first day of life.
Reading is talking to kids
and not talking with them.
So in addition to reading,
parents need to communicate on a relationship-based
level.
What a teacher says in
the classroom is so important. It is the extent to
which they possess social
and emotional skills. To
form close relationships
with other people, a child
needs to enjoy interacting
with others, trust others to
protect them, seek and respond to attention from others and make and keep
friends.
The child who has the
capacity to do these things
upon entering a preschool
or daycare is going to feel
much safer and secure in
that setting and ready to
learn. The social and emotional skills are the foundation for cognitive skills.
Children should be able
to show many emotions,

and we should know what
those emotions are. Infants
cannot tell us with words
how they feel so parents
must be able to label the
child’s emotions. It’s a big
part of relationship-based
caregiving, he said.
Exploring
environments is crucial, McHale
noted. Engineers and architects, for example, are people who are curious to
explore and think outside
the box. We want our kids
to be able to do that, he
stressed. And this comes
from the child’s curiosity.
“We want our children
to actively explore new
places, to discover new
things,” he attested. “And
quite honestly, the computer is one of the worst
things that you can give a
baby.”
They need to explore
the world around them and
are far more inventive
when doing so. Even if they
are simply discovering
what household items can
do such as spoons, pots or
a pans.
Social and emotional
skills are crucial for school
readiness, and children
who exhibit these skills are
better able to pay attention
in class, follow instructions,
stay in their seats, stick to
the task that the teacher
has given them to do, try
new things and solve problems. Children who are
able to explore early on
tend to be more excited
about what they can absorb
when they start attending
school. They are also more
likely to listen and stay focused.
African-American chil-

dren come to preschool
better equipped with certain skills over other children, McHale said, such as
social confidence. He
added that low-income
African-American
preschoolers exhibit strong
social confidence skills
such as those required for
sustaining peer interactions
that have been shown to
promote school readiness.
“This is a strength,” he
said, “this is one of the
things that our children
come to school able and capable of doing already from
the interactions they have
not just with their parents
and grandparents but the
other children in their
neighborhood who are
helping them to develop
strong skills.”
African-American children also tend to have very
strong oral narrative skills,
he said. If they hear stories
at a young age then they
develop those storytelling
skills as well. This leads to
success in reading skills.
For very young children around a year old,
those kids who are on track
are those who are showing
excitement and smiling, are
able to accept comfort from
familiar adults and who are
curious about other people.
Making eye contact, talking
back to small children, getting down on the floor with
them when they’re trying
to communicate something
to you—these are the kinds
of “dialogues” that promote
responsiveness and brain
development in children.
Even when parents are
changing a baby’s diaper, as
an example, these are times

that can be used for a dialogue, which can in turn increase the number of
words the baby hear.
Parents who come from
work should set aside at
least 20 minutes of one-onone time to spend exclusively with their children.
“We call that ‘floor time,’
especially for babies,”
McHale remarked. “That
one-on-one time is a time
that is really, really important for children birth to
age three.”
He noted that outside
factors such as unexpected
bills or an angry boss at
work may stress parents to
the point where the child
suffers as a result. The parents must take care of
themselves in order to
properly take care of their
children, and having some
support is very helpful, especially when you have
someone who can take the
baby when you need to step
away for a bit.
“You do a better job
with your kids when you’re
doing a better job with
yourself,” he said.
Healthy Start at All Children’s
Hospital—Johns
Hopkins Medicine sponsored the events along with
community partners such
as Juvenile Welfare Board,
Pinellas County Schools,
R’Club, the City of St. Petersburg, Community EFX,
Congresswoman
Kathy
Castor and many more
made the evening a success.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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6th Annual Literacy Fest
ST. PETERSBURG –
The 6th Annual James
Weldon Johnson Community Library Literacy Festival will get underway
this Sat., March 5 behind

the library, located at 1059
18th Ave. S. Games,
prizes, books, face painting, music and much,
much more will be available for children of all

ages.
Food will be available
for purchase. All proceeds
will benefit the library.
For more information
call (727) 893-7113












 
 



 
 
 


 

Black Lives Matter co-founder in St. Pete
From MATTER, page 1

from Africa, forced to come
to the United States and exploited.”
We’re living in a period
where we have a black president and other black leaders, yet we still see the same
level of injustice, homelessness, unemployment and
lack of opportunity in the
black community, she remarked.
Referencing the killing
of
Trayvon
Martin,
Tometi asked the audience
how many of them remembered
where
they
were when they heard
George Zimmerman—the
man responsible for the
Florida teen’s death—was
being acquitted. It was a historic moment for all of us,
she said, a moment that will
be forever “etched in our
hearts, etched in our
minds.”
Tometi recalled standing
under a streetlight in New
York City and getting the
news on her phone, and exchanged a look with a girlfriend who was beside her.
“We were deeply disappointed,” she said. “We
both
felt
like
we’d
been punched in the gut.”
She knew the event
would help to define a generation, and couldn’t imagine something like this
happening on her watch,
she said, as she has two
younger brothers herself. As
she heard the “not guilty”
verdict, all she could think
about was how her family’s
lives were in danger, literally.
Tometi began to organize people, and was encouraged and inspired because
people all over the country
from all walks of life joined in
the protests. She has realized through her travels out
of the country that people
the world over are deeply
concerned with what’s
going on here in the United
States.
“And I’m moved by it,”
she said.
When the news came
out of Mike Brown losing
his life at the hands of a
white officer, she said, many

people were following it online, watching the videos
and were seeing “incredibly
courageous people” who in
the face of seeing a young
unarmed black boy, lined
the streets for over four
hours in Ferguson, Mo.
“Even in that place of
grief,” Tometi said, “folks
were so in touch with their
humanity and with what
they allowed themselves to
feel that they were moved to
the streets. They were
moved to call attention to the
entire world to what was
happening in Ferguson.”
This quite literally embodied Black Lives Matter,
she said. They called for the
world to pay attention. And
these people who had the
courage to stand up for what
was right, she added, were
being met with tear gas and
a militarized police force.
Black Lives Matter is
about black love, she said.
It’s about love for our people,
love for humanity, it’s about
“actualizing” the fact that another world is possible. On
Labor Day weekend 2014,
several hundred people organized in Ferguson, Mo.,
for what Tometi called a
“transformative experience
for all of us who were there.”
Many people, she said,
think an indictment or a
“guilty” verdict is justice, but
actually it is not. That’s a
very narrow definition of justice. What’s just is for it to
never, ever happen again.
What’s just, she continued,
is repair for the damage
done to black communities
and for people to rise up and
make sure that black life is
defended at all costs.
Referencing
various
studies done at UCLA,
Tometi said that according
to this research that white
people and police see black
kids as older—a type of bias.
White people and police also
feel less empathy for black
people in pain, cited one of
the studies.
Another study revealed
that white people see lighter
skinned Latino and black
people as more trustworthy,
reliable and smarter—a bias

based on complexion. This
bias may be happening at
the subconscious level, but it
is important we account for
this type of bias, which
equals racism in our society,
she stated. And it has real
consequences in the world.
For people becoming
more aware of what’s taking
place in the world, it’s really
important that we dig
deeper and face the root
causes of the injustice that
we’re faced with, she
pointed out, as oftentimes
we’re encouraged to look at
“Band-Aid solutions.” Without seeking to unearth the
root causes, we’ll find ourselves in a cycle of protesting. You’re either with the
movement or you’re not.
“You’re either pro-justice
or you’re not,” she said.
“There’s no being neutral in
times like this.”
Structural inequality on
many levels is only growing,
she said, adding that there
are more people enslaved
today than there were during the Trans-Atlantic slave
trade. People are being exploited and torn apart from
their family members and it
is only getting worse. With
all the technology and access to information, we can
do something about it. But
information is only beneficial
if you’re willing to do something about it, and furthermore, to do something with
it.
“Insight without action is
vain,” she said.
There was a notion
amongst black people that in
order for their rights to be
affirmed, she explained,
that they had to appear a
certain way and conduct
themselves in a certain manner. Black Lives Matter
sought to do away with “respectability politics.”
“No matter what we look
like,” Tometi said, “no matter what your record might
be, no matter if you sag your
pants or if you talk a certain
way, you’re life still matters.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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St. Pete celebrates AME Church founder
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) churches all
over the United States celebrated when news of
Richard Allen, the founder
and first bishop of the
A.M.E. Church, would be
commemorated on a Forever Stamp in the same
year of the church’s 200year anniversary.
The 39th stamp in the
Black Heritage series, the
official unveiling was held
Feb. 2 in Philadelphia at
Mother Bethel A.M.E.
Church, the church Allen
opened in 1794 and the
first home of the A.M.E.
denomination he founded
in 1816.
In keeping with the celebration, Sat., Feb 27
Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church, where the Rev.
Clarence A. Williams presides over his flock, held a
dedication ceremony for
the City of St. Petersburg
to commemorate this historic occasion.
Rev. Kenneth Irby officiated over the ceremony
that saw the Presentation
of Colors by Marine Corps
League Detachment 57
and the National Anthem
song by Deneen Wyman.
“This ought to be a day
of memorial to doxology.
We move from a period of
historical recognition to a
place of celebration,” said
Irby.
Born into slavery in
Delaware in 1760, Allen
worked tirelessly to purchase his freedom. After
making a name for himself
as a traveling minister
throughout the mid-Atlantic, he was asked to
preach to black people at a
Methodist church in
Philadelphia.

He quickly rose to
prominence as a civic
leader, co-founding an organization to help black
neighbors in need, rallying
black Philadelphians to
serve as aid workers during a yellow fever epidemic in 1793 and
preparing the black community to defend the city
during the War of 1812.
Eager to establish an
independent black church,
Allen purchased an old
blacksmith’s shop and
moved it to land he owned
land at Sixth and Lombard
Streets. Mother Bethel
Church attracted hundreds of members all looking for a safe place to
worship God.
“In founding this
church he focused his efforts on creating a place
where free blacks could
worship without racial oppression and where slaves
could find a measure of
dignity,” said Mayor Rick
Kriseman.
However, Allen spent
years in conflict with white
church
leaders
who
sought to assert their control. At one point, they
tried to sell the building
out from under him, but as
a successful businessman,
he was able to buy it back
at auction. After a campaign that included sit-ins
and a judgment by the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, the congregation
secured its independence.
In 1816, Allen summoned
other
black
Methodist leaders to
Philadelphia, where together they founded the
A.M.E. Church, electing
and consecrating Allen as
its first bishop.
Julia Boykin-Wilbert,
officer in charge of St. Petersburg United States
Postal Service Suncoast

District, was on hand to
explain how Allen was
chosen to be the face of
the 39th stamp in the
Black Heritage series. She
said the main criteria for
an individual is that they
must “portray an American experience that effects
a
worldwide
audience.” Nominations
can come from anyone
and are forwarded to a
committee.
The nomination for
Allen was submitted about
three years ago, which
was timed to coincide with
the 200th anniversary of
the founding of the
church.
As an activist he
sought to end slavery, provided refuge for those escaping its chains, and
organized black conventions. He wrote powerful
political pamphlets and
Mother Bethel was even a
stop on the Underground
Railroad.
“He was accredited
with establishing the first
successful economic boycott. Back in the 1830s he
formed a society where individuals were only asked
to purchase goods from
farmers and merchants
who had non slave labor.
It was very successful,”
said Boykin-Wilbert.
“Now I understand
why pastors Williams and
Irby and a lot of my
A.M.E. friends are activist
because the founder of
the church was an activist
back in the day when activism would get you
dead,”
said
Pinellas
County
Commissioner
Kenneth Welch.
Today, Mother Bethel
A.M.E. Church stands on
the site where Allen converted that old blacksmith’s shop more than
two centuries ago. The de-

L-R, Rev. Williams, Julia Boykin-Wilbert and
Rev. Joyce Moore unveiling the stamp.

nomination he founded
now boasts more than 2.5
million members. His life
— a legacy of determination, uplift, charity and
faith — remains an inspiration to all Americans.
“This was the man that
drew me to the A.M.E.
Church. All of my people

were Baptist. I was headed
that way. Some way and
somehow the A.M.E.
Church captured me with
their history,” said Rev.
Williams.
Every year since 1978,
the United States Postal
Service has honored
African-American leaders,

inventors, activists, sports
figures
and
culture
shapers
whose
lives
changed history. This
year’s honoree influenced
both Frederick Douglass
and Martin Luther King,
Jr.
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Second annual PCDEC African American Heritage event
From HERITAGE, page 1

the county level. Last year
during Black History
Month, they honored Rev.
Alvin Miller and the board
of the Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum.
“This month we’ve had a
lot of attention on our national leaders, but just as
they say that all politics are
local, all real activism starts
in the community,” said
Susan McGrath, chair of
PCDEC.
She went on to express
how important it is to celebrate their lives and talk
about them so that generations to come “will know
about the people who have
paved the path for us.”
Clarence
Cedric
Givens
A St. Petersburg native,
Givens was educated in segregated Pinellas County
Schools, graduating from
Gibbs High School in 1946.
Immediately following his
high school graduation, he
enrolled at Florida A&M. It
was there he was initiated
into his beloved Beta Nu
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity in 1947.
He went on to obtain his
Bachelors of Science degree, majoring in Industrial
Education in 1950. He was
one of the first African Americans to graduate from the

University of Florida with a
master’s degree in educational counseling in 1964.
Givens worked for the
Pinellas County School system for some 40 years. He
was a teacher and counselor
at Sixteenth Street Junior
High School, a counselor for
St. Petersburg Vocational
Technical Institute and a
counselor and administrator
for Pinellas Countywide Career Education Special Projects.
In 1962, he was a founding member of Theta Eta
Lambda Chapter of Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.,
the founder of Alpha Leadership Program for Higher
Achievement in School, Inc.
in 1978 and a founding
member of Concerned Organization for Quality Education for Black Students in
2001 (COQEBS).
Dr. Ricardo Davis, president of COQEBS, said that
Givens worked tirelessly in
education, earning the nickname of the “Godfather of
black student academic
achievement in Pinellas
County.” As a board member emeritus of COQEBS,
he still makes sure they are
running smoothly at 88
years of age.
“Mr. Givens worries
about things like did we get

Michael Danzey and Valorie Danzey Garner

the notice out for the next
meeting at Enoch Davis or if
arrangements were made
for the meeting room. I said,
‘Brother Givens, we got it
under control don’t worry
about it.’”
Watson Haynes, President & CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League, said
no matter what was going on
in Givens’ life, he was always
front and center in the battle
for equality in education.
“He stood the test and
he’s made us feel good by
being in his presence,” said
Haynes.
“How in the world did
the man find all of this time
to do all of this while raising
four children, being and husband, an educator and activist? He’s been so much to
so many people,” expressed
his nephew Givens, Jr.
After having a hip replacement, experiencing a
fall, suffering a broken
shoulder and a facial fracture last year, he was hesitant about attending the
celebration in his honor. But
with the help of his son Roderick, Givens made his way
up to the podium to say a
few words.
Explaining that his career was spent behind the
scenes fighting discrimination and racial injustices

throughout Pinellas County
Schools, he said he made it
his life’s passion advocating
on behalf of those who
could not stand and be
heard on their own.
“The work that I have
done for this community
was not out of a desire for
recognition, rather it was
done for one simple reason—it was the right thing
to do.”
Givens implored everyone in attendance to carry
on the work that he has
done or to create and use
their own unique talents to
help the deserving youth of
this community.
Jake Eugene “Gene”
Danzey
Born in Alford, Fla., and
reared in Tampa, Eugene
Danzey graduated from
Middleton High School and
attended St. Petersburg Junior College. In 1963 while
employed as a chef, he took
a sales job at WTMP Radio,
at the time the only major
broadcaster in the Tampa
Bay area aimed at a black
audience.
He was promoted to
general manager in 1970,
but he did not want to run a
radio station, he wanted to
own one. In 1975, Danzey
launched WRXB 1590 AM
licensed for St. Pete Beach.

Jake Eugene Danzey

The station broadcasted
gospel and R&B from Sarasota to Tampa, including
popular musicians who had
not cracked the mainstream
charts. It also gave Tampa
Bay its first black-owned
radio station.
He hired his son
Michael and daughter Valorie to work alongside nearly
a dozen former co-workers
from WTMP. After a decade
on the air, WRXB expanded
to a 24-hour format.
Danzey
meanwhile
helped create business opportunities for minorities,
becoming the first official
chair of the Pinellas County
Urban League and president of the St. Petersburg
Economic Development
Corp. He donated airtime to
nonprofit groups and to help
the St. Petersburg Police
Department hire more
black officers. His generosity with radio time went a
long way toward changing
recruiting and hiring efforts.
The station also magnetized politicians—many of
whom were elected based
on their ability to get their
message out on the radio
waves.
WRXB was sold by the
Danzey family in 1998, and
he passed away on May 29,

2012, after contending with
Alzheimer’s.
Known for always dressing up in a suit and tie with a
pocket square to boot, he
was also known for being a
family man.
“One thing I’d like for
you to know about him
aside from his accomplishments as a community
leader and businessman, he
was a wonderful father,”
said daughter Valorie
Danzey Garner. “He was
one of those dads who was
carting kids to football practice and picking up a bunch
of sweaty boys from football
practice and attending
games. He was an allaround good dad. He was a
great role model.”
He instilled in his children humility and that
everyone deserves attention. Danzey Garner said as
a child and an adult, they
never had to ask him for
anything. “If he saw something that you needed, he
did it. That’s how he lived
his life in the community by
filling the need. He saw a
need in St. Pete and he filled
it the best way he knew
how.”
His son and daughter
came to town expressly to
receive the honor for their
father.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The Black Arts Festival: Cultural cuisine for the eyes and palette
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The intersection of the
Deuces and Ninth Avenue
South sprung alive with a
kaleidoscope of colors,
scents and sounds last
weekend as Gallerie 909
hosted the Black Arts Festival Sat., Feb 27.
The free community
event featured local artists
who specialized in graphic
design, African arts, imports and clothing, indigenous hair care products,
natural herbs and spices,
healing beads, fabric and
furniture. After listening to
local drummers and musicians, people had a choice
to eat at the festival or next
door at Chief’s Creole
Café or Deuces BBQ.

At one table, an arts
and crafts facilitator was
guiding youngsters who
were cutting out shapes
and putting them together
to make a variety of mobiles that can be hung
from the ceiling.
Two beautiful young
women
representing
Ntr.Sol Creations talked to
prospective
customers
about the chemical properties of wearing copper
jewelry. According to one
of the women, when copper jewelry is heated by
the sun as you are wearing
it, chemicals are released
and filtered into the blood
stream to reduce free radicals and other harmful
chemicals in the bloodstream.
Annie’s Beauty Supply






was on hand to talk about
hair products and accessories. The business will
have a grand opening
March 25 to open its new
location at 920 22nd St. S.
Other artists at the
Festival included ZuluPainter, Sako African Arts
and Imports, Steve Ramsey, ZeeZee’s Beads and
Things, Morgan Welch
and Fanta Celah .
The kids at the festival
enjoyed several hands on
opportunities to create
their own art and special
memories.
“I am pleased,” said
Carla Bristol, festival organizer and Gallerie 909
owner. She has a knack
for bring together and galvanizing the arts community!

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

  





 



 

  













Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  




 

 

      
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  





 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church







Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356





   
 
  
 
 

  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


      
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”, will
hold their regular Worship
Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday Church
School at 9:30am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD” NOON
DAY FROM 12:00 NOON
UNTIL 1:00 PM (THE BEST
ONE HOUR OF YOUR DAY)
AND “PRAYER & WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM –
THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS ANY OF OUR
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” STUDIES IN GOD'S
WORD (EZRA, CHAPTER
NO. 1) AND HOW IT RELATES IN YOUR DAILY
WALK. The public is welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find
that all services place great
emphasis on our Savior Jesus
Christ and His loving atonement for all mankind. The
Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship.

Continue in Prayer for the
Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Young People, Men/Women
in Uniform, and Bereaved
Families that dwell among us.
THE SEASON OF LENT:
Started on Feb. 10, we will
commence our Forty (40)
Days of Fasting. Please secure your information on the
Resource Table. In addition
Pastor Evans is asking each
member and non-member
(who's health permits) to join
us in selecting to fast one or
two of the following.
“SWEETS, SEAFOOD, SALT,
SUGAR, STARCH, SODAS,
STEAKS AND SOCIAL
MEDIA. The FAST will conclude on Resurrection Sunday, March 27.
MARCH AT A GLANCE:
Tuesday, March 8, 2016
at 7:00 pm – Evangelism Ministry Meet and will be completing the Evangelism
Worshop Material.
Wednesday, March 9,
2016 at 7:00 pm – “WEDNESDAY NITE LIVE” - Family
Love Fellowship will be sponsored by the Tribe of Gad
(March) Birth Month, Adult
Mass Choir and the Male
Chorus.
March 13 – Kickoff Sun.,
March 14, 15 and 16 at 7 pm.

St. Mark MBC
CONCLUSION WILL BE
DR. HENRY J. LYONS, PASTOR OF NEW SALEM MBC
IN TEMPLE TERRACE. –
FAMILY LIFE BIBLE CONFERENCE – THE COMMUNITY IS INVITED. SPECIAL
GUEST FACILITATORS.
IS THERE A WORD FOR
ME THIS WEEK: “Hate is
too great a burden to bear. It
injures the hater more than it
injures the hated.” -- Coretta
Scott King
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 Church Office:
(727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
w w w. f m b c t h e s h i p . n e t
Visit Our FACEBOOK PAGE
Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.co
m
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Victory!
God protected the Old
Testament patriarchs from
their enemies in battle. God
also gave them victory in battle and was known to them as
Jehovah Nissi, the Lord our
victorious banner (Exodus
17:15). During the battle
against the Amalekites,
Moses’ arms were heavy.
When Aaron and Hur held
up Moses’ arms, they were
victorious. When they let
down Moses’ arms down,
they were defeated.
When we are centered in

the power of the Holy Spirit,
the I AM consciousness, the
Christ within us, we win the
battles of life– hands up.
When we are focused on our
egos, immediate gratification
and sensory pleasure, we are
defeated – hands down. Our
victory or defeat has nothing
to do with anyone else, it
only has to do with our
awareness of the I AM that I
AM that empowers us to be
victorious.
Victory is not something
that we have to fight to

achieve. Victory is not something that we have to work to
earn. God, the I AM that I
AM, is victory and has already given us the victory in
every area of our lives. “But
thanks be unto God who has
given us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ (I
Corinthians 15:57).”
When we are in proper
alignment with the I AM of
our being, we don’t have to
wave a banner of defeat; we
can always wave a banner of
victory.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for the Month of
March 2016
Mar 4 - St. Mark

Monthly Business Meeting7:00 p.m.
Mar 13 - Mission # 1“The Last Seven Sayings of
Jesus before His Death” Program @ 3:00 p.m. All are welcome!
Mar 20 - Palm Sunday
Men in Harmony Concert4:00p.m.
Mar 21-25 - Progressive
M & E Baptist State Convention, Jacksonville, FL
Mar 27 - Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service-7:00 a.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.

Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under the
leadership of Dr. Rickey L.
Houston extend an invitation
to the community to join us
as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 am
for Sunday School and at
10:15 am worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/ Children Rising are
held on Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both in- Continues With Victory In
dividually and corporately; Spiritual Warfare. “The
and we communicate God’s Shield of Faith” The Laymen
truth at every opportunity, invite you to join them every
building a stronger congre- Mon. at 6 pm for this study.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
gation and community to the
Glory of God. Living out 2015” II Corinthians 2:2
these principles results in a Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
kaleidoscope of ministries
for all ages and interests. We Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tamalso encourage the commuWebsite:
nity to make use of our pabay.rr.com
www.bmmbc.org
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Kingdom Man Series
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Honoring champions for justice
From JUSTICE, page 1

find a stable job, worked
with her on a resume and
gave her encouragement
and support.
“Mrs. Lewis got me
where I needed to be,” said
Sykes, who began attending
Tomlinson Adult Learning
Center and received her
GED within three months.
“She has been a rock.”
A role model for her
children, Sykes plans to become a licensed practical
nurse and eventually a registered nurse. “I’m 41 years
old and for me my life is just
starting because of the
Urban League,” she told the
crowd.
Ron Smith, Jr. was also
on hand to give a testimony
about the PCUL. He
worked in a call center in
the customer service field
until the company relocated
to Kansas. Because he had
a felony on his record and
little skills outside of customer service, he ran into
barriers in searching for
employment.
Once he met Smith, his
life began to change. She
helped him put together a
resume and encouraged
him to go to school.
Through her workshop he
learned how to format a
professional resume and
cover letter, and eventually

enrolled in the Public
Works Academy at Pinellas
Technical College (PTC).
“She helped me become
more professional,” Smith
said. Lewis conducted
mock job interviews to critique his performance. She
taught him about body language, tone of voice,
coached him on what type
of questions to ask and
proper etiquette after a job
interview, which helped
him to land a position in the
infrastructure department
with the Pinellas County
Government.
Before honoring the six
outstanding local heroes,
PCUL’s President & CEO
Watson Haynes memorialized two champions for justice who passed away just
last year. Longtime Director of Community Action
Stops Abuse, Linda Osmundson and PCUL’s own
Randy Lewis will always be
a part of the organization’s
history.
Students of Academy
Prep introduced each honoree with poise and grace.
The first to be honored was
President & CEO of C1
Bank, Trevor Burgess.
Under his leadership, C1
Bank became the first bank
in the country to establish a
living wage for its employ-

ees. He was even recognized by the United States
Secretary of Labor for his
efforts in leading the fight
for livable wages.
Raised by a single
mother who once had to
sell her engagement ring to
put food on the table, he
was “fine making less
money if everybody on my
workforce could earn a living wage,” he remarked.
Carl Lavender, Jr. was
honored for a lifetime of
service as a community
leader. Spending more than
half of his professional career with the Boys & Girls
Clubs of America, he has
also served as co-founder of
People Advocating Change
Together, Dream Team
community mentors, the
2020 Plan and many more.
Lavender, Jr. now serves
as a consultant for PTC, Mt.
Zion Human Services, the
Pinellas Education Foundation, Habitat for Humanity
Pinellas Advisory Council,
the Ford Foundation National Next Generation
Learning Project and the Allegany Franciscan Ministries Foundation Florida
statewide Common Good
Initiative.
Honored for being a
community
advocate,
Deputy William Lawson,

Jr. joined the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Department in 2006. He serves as
a Community Policing
Deputy in the West Lealman area. He served in the
Air Force during Desert
Storm and is currently in
the Air Force Reserves with
the Logistics Readiness
Squadron as a Material
Management Specialist.
Lawson, Jr. actively participates in various outreach
and community programs,
and as a member of the
Community Policing Unit
his primary goal is to bridge
the gap between the community and law enforcement.
He feels he has found
his life’s purpose.
“Thank you to everyone
who has supported me in
my efforts,” said honoree
Judge Patrice Moore.
“Thank you to everyone in
my community who told me
I could do it when I didn’t
think I could.”
Moore is the current
Unified Family Court Administrative Judge in the
Sixth Judicial Circuit. She
was recently appointed by
the governor as a board
member of the Juvenile
Welfare Board and appointed by the Supreme
Court of Florida to serve on

the Steering Committee on
Families and Children in
the Court.
Born and raised in St.
Petersburg, she was elected
the first African-American
female Circuit Court Judge
in Pinellas County.
Honoree Gwendolyn
Reese is the President &
CEO of Peaten Reese
Peaten Consulting, which
provides professional development and consultation
services. She is also a contracted consultant with the
YMCA of Tampa Bay
where she coordinates the
annual Stand Against
Racism event, the WEE
Girls Rock Camp and other
projects.
She is also the district
manager of Professional
Opportunities Program for
Students, which provides
opportunities for high
school students to explore,
discover and experience a
series of different career
goals.
Reese serves on the
Community Preservation &
Planning Commission, is
the president of the African
American Heritage Association of St. Petersburg and
the president of the Gibbs
High School Class of 1966,
Inc.
“I’m just a nobody who

is passionate about serving
everybody,” Reese said.
Honoree
Rev.
Clarence Williams, pastor
of Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church, has been a faithful
servant and good steward.
While following a vision the
Lord gave him to enlarge
his territory for the ministry, he relocated the
church to a larger facility in
2008. The church has
grown in membership, receiving more than 400 new
members to continue the
work of the kingdom.
He and his wife work together as a team in the ministry and both attempt to
lead by example by being
kind, compassionate and
giving spirits.
“A life ought to be characterize by something, and
the first thing that we ought
to do is strengthen families
and those around us,”
stated Williams, who feels
that the Urban League is
doing just so.
Every year the Whitney
Young Leadership Awards
Luncheon has to be moved
to a larger venue. Judging
by the sold out crowd this
year, Haynes said, they will
have to rent out the Coliseum next year.

